NATIONALISM   BEFORE   1914
ism both in Basra Wilayet and throughout 'Iraq in the years
immediately preceding the war. On February aoth. 1913, at a
meeting in his house, attended by all the principal Arabs of
Basra, a madhbata or petition was drawn up. It asked for per-
mission to summon the Provincial Council with the view of
elaborating a scheme of reforms needed in the wilayet, which,
it was urged, should be similar to that recently sanctioned for
Syria. It proposed that all taxes be devoted to local needs.
Despite its veil of temperate and courteous language, the madh-
bata, to which about three hundred leading citizens of Basra
added their signatures, was in reality a demand, the first to be
made, for autonomous government for Basra.1
The future government and administration of 'Iraq were the
primary subjects of discussion at an Arab Conference held at
Mohamrnerah, March, 19133 attended by the Shaikh of
Mohammerah, himself an Arab although a Persian subject, by
the Shaikh of Kuwait, by Saiyid Talib and by a highly-placed
Turkish official. It was agreed that each leader should do all
in his power to advance the claim of 'Iraq to independence or,
at least, to self-government. Emissaries were commissioned and
dispatched to Karbala and Najaf to stir the people there and to
prepare them for further activity. The Arab Nationalists in
Baghdad, Constantinople, Syria, Egypt and Arabia, with whom
Saiyid Talib had already maintained correspondence,2 were
informed of the decision of the Conference.
In the following month Saiyid Talib made a test of his power.
On April 23rd, a deputation of Basra notables headed by him-
self visited the Acting Walt. They demanded the dismissal of
certain officers of the Gendarmerie who, they believed, be-
longed to an anti-Arab society. The demand was rejected by
Constantinople, whereupon Saiyid Talib hinted that the Arabs
might resort to force. The British Vice-Consul, in alarm,
1 Events in Turkish 'Iraq, February, 1913; ibid., March, 19*3-
2 For Saiyid Talib Pasha's relations with the Decentralization Committee in
Syria and Egypt, see La Question Syrienne, pp. 102-3.
233